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Our May 12th Meeting
Magic Ways To Make 

Your Writing Life 
Easier

! Writing is hard work, in the conceptualization of 
the story, in the writing of the details and in finding the 
time in our hectic lives to sit down and do the actual 
writing. And then there’s the marketing and social 
media aspects, which are an integral part of being a 
writer in the 21st century.
! Join us this month at 6:30 pm for our May general 
meeting, when Teri Bayus will be on hand to offer us 
pointers on ways to make our writing lives easier. Teri is 
the multi-talented, mega-multi-tasking new director of 
the Central Coast Writers Conference. Her own life is a  
prime example of how to do it right.
! Teri has embraced with gusto new techniques in 
publishing, creating, writing and getting your voice 
heard by the masses. Her theory of respecting time-
honored traditions while embracing new technology has 
been taught to a multitude of writers who have found 
amazing success, with more 
time to do the work of 
writing.
! Come on May 12 and 
learn how age-old 
techniques are brought into 
modern practice, how to get 
your work seen by a million 
eyes and, best of all, how to 
make a living through 
writing.
! You can’t afford not 
to come!
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Dennis Eamon Young

President’s Message: 
It’s All In The Details

Carol and I rented a neighbor’s house for six weeks while we had our 
house re-painted, re-carpeted, etc. It became quite a learning curve. 
We had most everything professionally packed, then moved it all into 
the PODS we rented, so we were there to oversee it all. Or so we 
thought. 
! When we had it all moved back in, boxes wound up all over 
the house, which meant I had to tote them upstairs or downstairs to 

their correct destinations, as we had not totally overseen the marking of boxes. The little 
things will kill you if you don’t watch for them.
! I tend to build shelving units, etc. for the tightest possible fit, so when we went to 
bring my custom made-wall unit back into my office, where it had been notched to fit 
exactly over the two inch molding all around, it no longer fit! I had not given enough 
thought to our contractor’s advice to put new molding in throughout the house. It was 
three and a quarter inch. I had to re-engineer my office unit and our media room wall unit 
as well! Oh boy!
! Indeed, it is all in the details. We need to always pay strict attention to the smallest 
detail, whether we are working on a house, a painting, or a new novel. You can go ahead 
and change the annoying name of a background character halfway through the story, but 
you better be sure to do a good name check. It’s a lot more annoying to everyone to sort 
out how the same character can seem to be two different people when they are reading 
your book. Perhaps they just will stop reading!
! Names are among the easiest details to fix. People in a garden suddenly being in a 
house; evening suddenly becoming a sunny day; one character being glad to be 
introduced to another after they’ve been conversing in a friendly manner—all these can 
be story killers. Transposition of words can be every bit as annoying as transposing one 
key for another in a musical composition. It becomes jarring to the reader, whether they 
understand the problem words or not.
! The world-famous photographer, Ansel Adams, being interviewed about the 
precision of his photographic “Zone” system, explained that he owed his absolute 
attention to detail to his parents. They had seen to his training as a concert pianist. Ansel 
had taken that training and applied it exactingly to the photographic realm. Nothing was 
left to chance; every minute detail would be accounted for at every step along the way. 
Photographers around the world still emulate his work, as they learn their craft.
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! When the muse strikes, the artist must be ready to jump in and work like a fiend, 
before the inspirational fire wanes. That is as it should be. Do not forget to return to the 
work in the cold light of day to edit and search through the details, lest you leave a 
sprinkle of jarring notes behind. Once the reader stops, for whatever reason, they may not 
return. Make sure it is not because you have missed some important details along the way. 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Excelsior,
! Dennis

Fellow Writers!
! Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?
! Getting married or having a baby?
! Suffering from the loss of a loved one?
Email me at jandkvolkov@att.net and I’ll send them a 
card from their SLO NightWriters family.
        Kalila

Have YOU NW-Blogged Today?
! Be sure to check out our Blog for information, insights, encouragement, connections, 
etc.  You’ll find writing prompts, ideas, encouragements and lots more. Feel free to leave a 
comment on any of our posts. And join us on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn, too!

Join us on our Blog: www.slonightwriters.com
You can also access the blog from our website: www.slonightwriters.org. And make sure your 
bio and book listing is up-to-date on our website. As we continue to grow and gain an 
international reputation, your social media presence grows right along with us. 

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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NightWriters “Round Tables”
Join Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold as they give feedback on pieces brought to the 

table. Please keep your submission to two pages, typed, 12-point font, double spaced. 
This is a great—and safe—way to see what the critiquing process is all about, get valuable 
feedback from two fantastic writers, and practice reading your work to a small audience. 
Round Tables start at 5:15 pm.

Susan Tuttle will also present a Round Table on Point of View (POV), arguably the 
most difficult and slippery of all the writing skills. Come explore the 7 different kinds of 
POV, learn the difference between straight and omniscient POV as well as classic and 
emotional POV, and learn how to choose the right POV for each of your stories.

See you at the Round Tables on Tuesday, May 12th at 5:15 pm!

NW Member Authors, Come 
Sell Your Books!

	


Sell your books at our general monthly meetings! If you are a member of the SLO 
NightWriters, we encourage you to take part. We will have a table set up for you to display, 
discuss and sell your books.
! Please note—SLO NightWriters holds no liability in this process. All authors 
participating are responsible for their own money exchanges and for the security of their 
own funds and books. Your dues with the SLO NightWriters must be current in order to 
participate.
! We hope that you will welcome this opportunity. For more information about our 
meeting, please visit our web-site.

! We look forward to seeing you!

! Sincerely,

! Andrea Chmelik
! SLONW Vice President
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KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS...
Terry Sanville’s short story “Game Over” will appear in the spring 2015 edition of the 
Minetta Review, a print journal published by New York University, NYC.

“Staring,” a short story by Terry Sanville, will be included in Gold Dust, an independent 
print journal published in London, England.

Terry Sanville’s short story “Crayola Man” has been accepted by New Pop Lit, an onlline 
and print journal out of Monroe, Wisconsin. Gotta love the Cheese State, folks, Terry 
writes. NPL publishes “fiction that appeals to regular people.”

On May 2, Beryl Reichenberg hosted a Make a Bookmark station at Granada Bookstore in 
Santa Barbara to help celebrate California Bookstore Day. On May 9, she will be at SLO 
Mission Plaza demonstrating how to make a folded book form from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at 
the Mini Maker event. May 19 will find Beryl at the Discovery Museum in Santa Maria at 
11:00 am where she will read her Clowning Around story to children. To round out the 
month of May, she will show children and their families how to make a folded book form 
at the ArtFest in Paso Robles.

Read Liz Regan’s humorous piece, “15 Minutes in Purgatory,” in Tolosa Press, which 
appeared on April 30. Liz “borrowed” the writers in her writing class (and we loved it!) for 
this look at a writer’s dread of a blank page. Find it at www.tolosapressnews.com/
nightwriters15-minutes-in-purgatory 

! NW Wordsmiths is looking for a writer (or group of writers) who would 
like to submit a monthly column for our Great Beginnings department. This is 
information for writers just starting out, as well as a refresher for those of us who 
have been around for a while. This is a great way to get publishing credits (the 
newsletter has a circulation of about 250 each month) while honing your writing 
skills. We’re looking for around 400-500 words on technique, writing skills, 
publishing, marketing, social media—any subject on writing for those starting out. 
See Great Beginnings in each newsletter to get an idea of what’s being done. Then email 
your submissions to: aim2write@yahoo.com with NW Newsletter in the subject line.

http://www.tolosapressnews.com/nightwriters15-minutes-in-purgatory
http://www.tolosapressnews.com/nightwriters15-minutes-in-purgatory
http://www.tolosapressnews.com/nightwriters15-minutes-in-purgatory
http://www.tolosapressnews.com/nightwriters15-minutes-in-purgatory
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Tolosa Press publishes three community newspapers in San Luis Obispo county: The SLO 
City News, The Coast News and The Bay News. Tolosa Press prints 30,000 copies that are 
distributed in more than 600 racks/locations in the county, as well as online. 

SLO NightWriters is proud to have the members' stories featured in each issue of Tolosa Press, 
including the online edition.

We are looking for SHORT FICTION STORIES, with a struct word limit of 600.
Want to write, but need an inspiration? How about one of these prompts to get you started—

use them as the first sentence of your story, or incorporate them as you write along.
− She had waited twenty years to return it.
− Spare some change, please?
− He had kept his mother alive in his thoughts. Too alive, perhaps.
− He looked at his phone, turned pale, then quickly left the room. She watched him, 

smiling.
− What do you mean, you lost the lottery ticket?

Happy Writing!
Tolosa Press Submissions Guidelines

*To be eligible to submit, your NightWriter dues must be current.
 All submissions must be the original work of the author. You may submit previously published or submitted material if it 
was not published locally.

Accepting:
• Short stories – fiction and creative non-fiction. All themes are accepted, but please keep in mind that 

Tolosa Press is a family-friendly publication. The publisher prefers pieces that grab the 
readers and keep them interested until the end.

Not Accepting:
• Poetry, Essays, Opinion pieces, Excerpts from novels, “How To” articles.

Submission Guidelines:
• Send your submission as an attachment, not in the body of the e-mail. Attach as a 

word document.
• Word limit (strict!) – 500 – 600
• Double space; use readable 12 point font, preferably Times New Roman.
• Insert a header, which should include: title, your name, word count, genre.
• Include a two sentence bio and insert at the bottom of your submission, even if you 

have submitted before.
• Submit to: sharylheber@gmail.com

Sharyl Heber
Tolosa Coordinator

have your story published in local press! 

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
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The Golden Quill Awards 
Contest

! ! !             The 26th Annual Golden Quill Awards Competition is 
underway!
! ! ! ! This year’s theme: Transformation
! ! ! ! New This Year: Three (3) Categories:
! ! ! ! ! Short Fiction Prose (1,000-1,200 words)
! ! ! ! ! Poetry (up to 40 lines)
! ! ! ! ! Flash Fiction (up to 500 words)

! Fees and Prizes:
! Short Fiction/Prose!! ! Poetry!! ! Flash Fiction
! $20.00 entry fee! !     $20.00 entry fee! ! $15.00 entry fee
! 1st Place:  $1,000! !     1st Place:  $1,000! ! 1st Place:  $500
! 2nd Place: $500! !     2nd Place: $500! ! 2nd Place: $100
! 3rd Place:  $100! !     3rd Place: $100! ! 3rd Place:  $50

! Entries accepted from April 1 - July 15, 2015. All entries blind judged by 
independent judges. None of the judges are members of SLO NightWriters. All judges 
decisions are final.
! Our contest is growing, both in size and prestige. In the last few years we have 
entered the international arena, with entries last year from all over the USA, Canada, 
Great Britain and even Nigeria. And with three categories to choose from, there’s a place 
for all writers. Let all your writer friends know; spread the word online. Challenge your 
critique group members to put pen to paper and enter.
! Visit www.thegoldenquillawards.com for full submission details and rules.
! The Golden Quill Awards are sponsored by SLO NightWriters, the Premiere 
Writing Organization on the Central Coast, in conjunction with the Central Coast Writers 
Conference and Cuesta College. Start working on your entry today!

See the Golden Quill Awards Contest on YouTube! Tell all your writer friends! 
http://youtu.be/yHD1D1KPnE 

http://www.thegoldenquillawards.com
http://www.thegoldenquillawards.com
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Membership Minute
There is a lot of talk about building author platforms. A 

platform means getting your name and your brand out there. It 
means letting people know about what you write and your point of 
view. It means giving friends, families and fans a way to share 
information about you and your writing.

As a member of SLO NightWriters you have the opportunity 
to create a piece of your author platform, an opportunity of which 

Hanje Richards

very few people take advantage.  Your membership record on our website gives you a 
place to put some information about yourself and what you write.  This may be the first 
plank of your author platform.  Consider it a place to practice.  Or it may be just another 
finishing touch for you who are already media savvy.  Either way, or somewhere in 
between, it is another place that people can find out about you and your writing.

In our recent survey we found that most of our members have not filled out the 
member profile because they don’t think it’s important.  

Just for fun, go to the SLO NightWriters website: www.slonightwriters.org/. Go to 
the menu on the left side of the page and select “Member Directory.” Not only will you 
find directions about updating your own profile but also how to view other members’ 
information. To see another member's profile click on a member's photo, or on the words "View 
details." As well, you can enter text into the search box in order to find particular members' profile 
pages. The link for Advanced Search affords you even greater options.

In May, I challenge all of you to create a profile if you have not yet done so, or to 
update your existing profile. To update you can add recent publishing credits, something 
new about yourself,  or replace an old picture with a newer one. And, once you have done 
that, think about updating (or creating) your profiles on other social media venues 
(Twitter, Facebook, Linked In and so on). Be sure to include your SLO NightWriters 
membership in those other profiles!

Hanje

! “Whether we are describing a king, an assassin, a thief, an honest man, a 
prostitute, a nun, a young girl, or a stallholder in a market, it is always ourselves 
we are describing.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Guy de Maupasssant

http://www.slonightwriters.org/
http://www.slonightwriters.org/
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“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Janice Konstantinidis (jkon50@gmail.com)  We’ll 
print your specific request in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 
members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find a match for 
your needs, make contacts, or to start a new group or critique partnership. Contact Janice for 
assistance if needed and she’ll get you to the right people. And, if you form a group, please let Janice 
know so she can list it on the website. She can also forward your group’s information to the 
newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at www.slonightwriters.org.
! ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive to 
facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing affiliations. 
While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we hope they 
lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

Critique Group Requests
Maryanne Gackle works in fiction, nonfiction and screenwriting and is seeking a critique group or 
peer edit/critique exchange group. She is looking for an intermediate group, or those with some 
writing experience. She has no location preferences and is willing to travel for the right group. Contact 
Maryanne at 805-709-6019, or email her at: muffy18@att.net. 

Holly Thibodeaux works in fiction, non-fiction, screenwriting, memoir and experimental fiction. She 
is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange with writers in a more structured environment with 
accountability to boost productivity. Intermediate level preferred; no location restrictions. She would 
also like to find others interested in exploring the philosophy of writing and the psychology of 
storytelling. Contact her at:

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique group, or 1:1 
electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City location. Contact Katie 
at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com.

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or VARIED 
GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is SLO City area.
Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  
Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 
ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  
Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com Continued Next Page

mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:muffy18@att.net
mailto:muffy18@att.net
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
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Critique Group Connections, Continued
Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.
Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.
Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.
Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.
Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  
Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 
FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  
Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

Steve Bowder is seeking a critique group that concentrates on true stories embellished to make them 
interesting, but that stay true to the facts that are known.
Contact Steve at: sbowder@live.com

 “No iron can pierce the heart with such force as a period put just at the right 
place.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Isaac Babel

mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:sbowder@live.com
mailto:sbowder@live.com
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Tips For Critiquers
Any of us who have ever participated in a critique group or other type 

of critique relationship know that effective critiquing is an art: you have to 
learn to read others’ work with objective eyes, even if it’s not a genre or style 
you would normally read, and to frame your advice in a way that is honest, 
yet still helpful and kind. And, you have to find a critiquing process that is 
easy for all members of the partnership, since taking time from one’s own 
writing and other tasks of daily life to parse through another’s work is something that should 
be as easy as possible.

I’m the facilitator of the South County Writers Group. I, along with the others in this 
group, have come up with a few suggestions for other critiquers, things to consider if you are 
part of a critique relationship, or planning to enter into one. 

If you have other words of wisdom on this subject, please feel free to submit them to 
our newsletter! No matter how long we have been writing, we can always benefit from advice 
on topics such as these.

From its time of origin, which might be as many as ten years ago, each member of the 
South County group brought copies of their submission for each member of the group on our 
meeting date. Someone other than the author would read his or her submission. Other 
members of the group took notes and, once the piece was read, we’d go around the circle and 
share our notes.

Now, we e-mail our work a week ahead of time. Each member prints out all the 
submissions for their own use, and reads and critiques them during that week. Because we 
read each submission at least twice (once as a reader and once as a critiquer) we are able to 
give much more in-depth critiques on the day we meet. We mark mechanical and grammar 
errors if we see them, but do not discuss those errors in group. Rather we focus on the content. 
(See our group listing on the website and in the newsletter for more details).

Another new thing a few members of our group are doing is an attempt to fill in the 
blanks for our members who haven’t read our stories for a couple of weeks and might have 
forgotten details. The author puts up a short chapter by chapter summary of previous 
chapters. Let’s say the group is reading chapter four, the author would have individual short 
summaries of the first three chapters. Then each week he or she drops off the first chapter on 
the list.

The summaries help the other members of the group, but also help the author see how 
well each chapter leads into the next one. 

These things have helped our group. Are there any things you have learned in your 
writing journey about critiquing that you might want to share?

by Judythe Guarnera
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SLO NW e✑Line Edit Exchange
! Can’t find a critique group? Don’t have time for meetings? Have specific needs 
for feedback on your work? Our Electronic Peer Review Line Edit Exchange is perfect 
for out-of-town members, or those with restricted time schedules. 
! All E-Exchange Partners are SLO NW members.

• Exchange views with other writers 
• No fees charged, no credit expected or required.
• Participants contact each other, set their own rules and time frames.
• Use your own style of editing/commenting.
• If you don’t find value in the feedback, try someone else on the list.  

! To be added, contact Sharyl Heber (sheber@charter.net) with: Your Name, Email, 
Genre (if you desire a specific one), Skill Level (if you require a specific level). She will add 
you to the list. Then you can reach out on a one-to-one basis and find the right writing partner 
for you.
! ! ! ! !

Word of the Month
“expurgate”

Definition: (V. tr; L ex, out + pugare, to 
cleanse) to edit or modify parts considered 
objectionable; to purge of something morally 
offensive.

Synonyms: bowdlerize, castrate, shorten, 
sensor, sanitize, purify

Usage: Given the events that transpired the 
year before, officials decided to expurgate the 
school’s Halloween Bash Ball. 

Quote 
of the Month

! “Unless I know what sort of 
doorknob his fingers close on, how 
shall I—satisfactorily to myself—get 
my character out of doors?”
! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ~Ford Madox Ford
!   

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com


NW  WORDSMITHS     MAY 2015

 13

! “Your story lacks tension.”
! “Thanks for that vague and amorphous critique.  How 
do I fix it?”

MasterWriter Dictionary defines tension like this:  The interplay of 
conflicting elements in a piece of literature; A device for regulating 
tautness; Mental, emotional, or nervous strain; Barely controlled 
hostility or a strained relationship between people or groups. 

Tense about creating tension?  Me too.  So many writing problems are misdiagnosed 
when the true culprit is sagging tension, and so many writing problems cause a lack of 
tension.  I ruminate on this.  Just so I don’t suffer alone, I offer these thoughts and strategies 
on crafting tension:  

• Risk:  What is at risk?  A fair question to ask of every story.  If nothing important is at 
stake, where is the story? 

• Conflict:  And, how will it be resolved?  But, conflict itself does not inherently equal 
tension.  Two guys shooting at each other evokes minor concern until… one of them 
is protecting the local water supply from terrorists.  Now I care, now I feel tense.  So, 
Conflict + Risk = Tension. 

• Protagonist vs. Antagonist:  Well-matched heroes and villains with opposing goals.
• Need, Desire, Goal:  If no one needs or desires anything, where is the story? 
• Complications and Obstacles:  If there are no impediments to a character achieving 

his/her goal, where is the story?  Craft solid barriers.  The more insurmountable the 
odds, the greater the tension.  

• Mystery:  Who are they?  Who did it?  Why did she do it?  What’s he going to do 
next?   Unkowns + problem solving with clues.  Stories in genres other than mystery 
need this.  Discovering what is unknown but alluded to, keeps us reading. 

• Suspense:  Anticipation, curiosity aroused, uncertainty, expectation, ambiguity.  
Stories in genres other than thrillers need this.  Something is going to happen.  Set it 
up.  Pull us through step by step and give it time on the page.  The intruder watches 
from the street, he hides in the bushes, he opens the window, he creeps down the 
hall, he turns the bedroom doorknob...   

• Surprise:  A singular shocker event may not sustain tension but could be the perfect 
introduction or boosting of tension and the establishing of a story question— An 
explosion, a Dear-John letter, a positive pregnancy test, a bouquet of flowers, a long 
lost friend, an ambush. 

Tension, Tension, Tension      
by: Sharyl Heber
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• A Story Question:  Most (all?) stories benefit from a story question up front, and the 
provision of the answer in the end.  Tension sags when we don’t know why we’re 
reading or have no sense of direction.

• Stick to the Path:  String a subject-matter zipline from intro to conclusion, then keep us 
tethered to it.  What is the object of the story?  Even when playing with time or 
multiple POV’s, wandering too far from the central goal or premise can drain tension.  
Forays and subplots should be carefully crafted with their own tension, and both relate 
and return to, the main story focus. 

• Twists and Reversals:  While the overall story direction may be relatively stable, 
introducing new forces or shifting advantage between rivals can ratchet up tension.

• Sharp Fresh Dialogue:  Tension plummets with insipid banter.  Clipped dialogue or 
unfinished sentences can add a mini-punch.

• Subtext:  Story buried beneath the surface.  Smoldering suppressed emotions emerge in 
character choice, action and dialogue.  Props and location can harbor past trauma.  
What is not said but intended is powerful.  

• Threat of Trouble:  Foreshadowing and alluding to upcoming trouble keeps us 
reading.   

• Human Frailties:  Striving for and attaining (or failing to attain) forgiveness, courage, 
self-esteem...  Battling fear, pride, illness, addiction or prejudice...  

• Cliff Hangers:  Paragraph or chapter endings that leave us a tantalizing indication of 
something to come.  We have to know, so we read on.

• Injustice:  Our compelling drive to right wrongs.  From small inconsiderate gestures to 
genocide, we will read for vindication and comeuppance.

• Plagues of Conscience:  Opposing internal forces to be resolved.  Grappling with guilt, 
doing the right thing, good vs. evil.

• Good vs. Good:  Equally valid, positive forces or options in irreconcilable opposition. 
• Remorse / Regret:  Especially when alluding to an event to increase the mystery.
• Retribution / Retaliation:  Relentless, single-minded revenge or a passive pay-back. 
• Battling or Conquering the Elements:  Tsunamis, draughts, earthquakes.  Climbing 

Mount Everest, Hiking the Appalachians.  From a mud puddle in a picture book to The 
Perfect Storm, Mother Nature can be the focus of, or add complications and tension to, 
a story.     

• A Crucible:  Characters stuck in a closed environment; elevator, walled city, abusive 
home, religious cult, spaceship.  No escape creates tension.  

• Unstable Character:  An unpredictable, off balance character, they’re ill or crazy, 
pushed to the limit, capable of anything.

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Stay tuned for Part II, next month
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Review of April Meeting
A critique group led by Mark Arnold and Terry Sanville took 

place from 5:15 pm to 6:15 pm. Three NightWriters presented engaging 
excerpts from their memoirs. One excerpt broke the fourth wall, meaning 
the writer spoke directly to the reader. The following is my own 
example of this, not the one presented at the critique round table: Gentle 
reader, grab an espresso before starting this next chapter, you’re going to be up 
all night.

Breaking the fourth wall can grab the reader’s attention, help 
make events seem urgent, reveal information to the reader the 

characters can’t know, and allow for a character to form a 
private relationship with the reader. The fourth wall is 
broken in children’s TV shows to foster a caring 
relationship between the narrator and child, as in Blue’s 
Clues and Mr. Rogers. The fourth wall is broken in self-
help books to engage and support the reader: I know you 
can do this, I will be with you every step of the way.

But breaking the fourth wall can drag readers out 
of the fantasy of the story, reduce the tension by revealing 
too much of the plot to come, make a character come 
across as stupid or crazy, and—horrors—come across as if 
the writer is just making a mistake.

There was a second pre-meeting round table conducted by Susan Tuttle on crafting 
unforgettable settings. Create great settings by tapping into your life experiences, travel 
adventures, emotions and imaginations. Look around for unusual, unique, meaningful 
details, but only insert a few of them. Overwrite the first draft with as many details as 
possible and then cut out all but the best and most essential. Your description should include 
all five senses: taste, smell, touch, sight, and sound. In my writing class, Susan asked us to 
write about the same setting five times, each time using only one of our five senses.  My 
setting was a Catholic church and a guilt-ridden woman in line for confession. She hears a 
siren and thinks the police are after her. She believes the hot wax dripping on a statue’s check 
are holy tears. The wooden pew gives her splinters in her hands, she assumes they are an 
early penance. She licks the subway grease off her palms, she wants to come to Jesus pure 
and clean. The confessional booth reeks of cheap alcohol and stale urine.  

 Our guest speaker was Anne R. Allen, creator of an award-winning writers’ blog, 
which you can find at: http://annerallen.blogspot.com/ 

By Jan Alarcon

http://annerallen.blogspot.com/
http://annerallen.blogspot.com/
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Anne spoke about internet cyberbullying. I don’t 
know why, but otherwise sensible people can morph into 
irrational brutes when they get their fingers on a keyboard.

Anne referenced two of her blog entries in her 
presentation: Gangs of New Media: Twitchforks, the Hive 
Mind, and Social Laser of Cruelty, May 5, 2013; and The 10 
Commandments of Social Media Etiquette for Writers, April 13, 
2014. I found both of these articles to be so helpful that I 
have placed them on my desktop.

My edited version of Anne’s 10 
Commandments is as follows: Do not spam; support 
other authors; practice tolerance; do not complain; 
use caution when interacting with strangers; do not 
respond to reviews; do not badmouth famous 
authors; check your facts before you share 
something; do not respond to people that 
intentionally sow discord; and don't do anything to 
other people that you would not want done to you.  

Thanks, Anne, for your very informative 
and lively presentation.  And thanks for your 
wonderful blog, I have profited much from 
reading it.

I was fortunate to hear mystery writer 
Marilyn Meredith speak on March 28, 2015. 
Some years ago Marilyn lived next door to her 
daughter and police officer son-in-law. Her 
son-in-law would come over after his shifts to 

drink tea and share with Marilyn his stories of life on the 
force. Marilyn used those stories to create the fictional Rocky 
Bluff P.D. crime series. I am trying to capture the stories of 
the people I love around me in a similar way.

I know of two other fiction writers that live in my tiny 
town of Shandon. We call ourselves the Outwriters in 
homage to the NightWriters, of course, but also to the 
Shandon High School’s mascot, the Outlaw. On April 17, 
2015 the three of us met with honorary Outwriter Anne 
Schroeder at our official meeting place, Jack Ranch Café. 
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Anne grew up in Shandon and is writing a historical fiction series about our local area. The 
first in the series is entitled Cholama Moon. Anne shared with us the moment she first 
decided to become a writer. She was a young adult at a basketball game watching a coach 
focused on firing up his players. The coach’s small son found a quarter and proudly 
presented it to his father, but the father waved his son out of the way.  Anne decided at the 
moment that she wanted to spend her life writing about children crawling out from under 
the bleachers so their stories would not get lost. 

I am right there with you Anne. 

Until next month,
Jan Alarcon

7 Things I’ve Learned So Far
! Writer Jill Kelly, freelance editor and book doctor, offers these pointers:
1. Write something every day: Make writing a priority and soon those pages will pile up, dn 

the book will come together.
2. Build longer writing times into your schedule: Plan for periodic retreats for a long 

weekend or longer, for extended periods to really focus on your writing without the daily 
interruptions that take time away from your writing.

3. Surround yourself with support: The company of other writers serves as inspiration and 
a challenge to get something started. Or finished. Make time to spend time with other 
writers, including a good critique group.

4. Take time to read widely: There are only two ways to get better at the craft of writing—
write a lot and read a lot. The more you read, the more you learn—what works and what 
doesn’t. Ideas often strike when we’re deep in the pages of a good book.

5. Challenge yourself: Make a list of creative intentions for the rest of the year and challenge 
yourself to accomplish all of them. Stretching yourself to step out of your comfort zone 
can be a huge boost to your creativity. Who knows what hidden talent you will uncover?

6. Use writing prompts: If you feel you’re growing stale or if you’re just stuck, set your 
timer for 10 minutes and, using a prompt, just start writing. You can even center each 
piece around one or more of your characters if you want. (see Writer’s Book of Days by 
Judy Reeve for lots of great prompts).

7. Write what interests you most: Don’t fall into the trap of writing what you think will sell. 
There’s a good chance you’ll get bored and never finish it, or get stuck writing the same 
formulaic thing over and over. To make writing fun and exciting, write about characters 
and situations that hold meaning for you.
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Getting to Know NightWriter Members

Spotlight On...

Robyn Young Stafford

Q: “Who are you?”     
A: My name is Robyn Young Stafford, otherwise known as Birdie. I’m a writer/

illustrator.
Aside from the developments of the above stated addictions, I’m a mother of 

nine (two daughters/seven sons), and grandmother of almost 14 (four granddaughters/
eight grandsons/twins of yet unknown gender—due to arrive in Sept). They are 
altogether the joy of my heart. With each new birth it just stretches bigger and bigger! 

I am not alone in this, as I am the happy wife and cohort of “Grandpa Don!” the 
most amazing man EVER! No offense to my male readers. Together Don and I have 
raised our nine munchkins to adulthood and are now enjoying the fruits of our labors 
as we revel in the role as grandparents. We’ve recently become empty-nesters.

I was born and raised an Idaho farm girl. Country life is in my blood. One of my 
favorite achievements was winning a milking contest at the Eastern Idaho State Fair.

Q: “What genre do you like to write?”
A: Since I was old enough to draw squiggly, cursive “eeeeeeees” across the page, 

I realized that I had a love for writing and art. I have written in a myriad of genres. 
From children’s stories (hopefully soon to be books), to my first historical novel 
(currently in the editing process), I have so much to share and so little time. I 
periodically write a column, ‘Robyn’s Nest’, for The Gridley Herald, a northern California 
newspaper. I write human interest articles with what I like to call an “Erma 
Bombeckian” twist of humor.

Q: “Who is your greatest inspiration?”
A: I’ve been inspired by many authors throughout my life: C. S. Lewis is my all-

time favorite when it comes to writing inspirationally; Orson Scott Card when it comes 

by: Mike Price
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see things through her eyes taught me that it isn’t just the victim in an accident that suffers 
the aftermath. I had a head injury which resulted in amnesia, but my children had a mother 
who no longer recognized them. While I was trying to get to know my life and family all 
over again, they were bravely trying to get to know a stranger who had stepped into their 
mother’s space. My heart wrenches as I think of everything this experience put my children 
through, yet softens as I remember their resilience through the trials. In spite of it all, or 
perhaps because of it, they’ve grown into wise, compassionate, responsible adults. I love 
and admire them all the more for this.

to writing creatively; Erma Bombeck when it comes to writing humorously; and Richard 
Paul Evans when it comes to writing from the heart. Let’s not forget who started me out all 
together from the very beginning…that would be a toss-up between Dr. Seuss and my Aunt 
Marva. To my childlike mind, they were one in the same in painting a wonderfully vivid 
and fantastical mental picture with their words.

Q: “What is your favorite book, movie, or play?”
A: While some of my other favorite books would be John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and 

Men, Corrie Ten Boom’s The Hiding Place, and Harper Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird, I find 
myself drawn toward movies about writers. Stranger than Fiction, Little Women, and Miss 
Potter are a few in my personal library that I have watched numerous times. What can I 
say? It’s a passionate addiction.

Q: “Tell us about your favorite story/article/essay that you have written.”
A: My favorite work that I’ve had the honor of writing is a short story entitled I Don’t 

Know That Joke. I wrote this non-fiction piece, as told to me through the eyes of my then 
twelve-year-old daughter Sarah Lee, following an auto accident I had been in. Learning to 

 
Q: “Tell us about your latest project.”
A: Some writers tell you to have only one project in the making at a time. This is a 

foreign concept to me, as I always have more than one “iron in the fire.” I have numerous 
projects currently in the making. As mentioned previously, there is my historical novel, 
Winter’s Chill.  I’m also co-writing, with a friend, a non-fiction piece about humor in the life 
of motherhood as a writer. There are at least six children’s books that are in various stages 
of completion, editing, and illustrating. Much to do and loving it all!

Q: “Do you have a day job?”
A: My day job is working full-time in an Insurance office managing polices and 

attending to the needs of policyholders. This job supports my two main habits: art and 
writing. Of course, once I’m rich and famous, I’ll be able to go part-time.
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Q: “How does your family support you in your writing?”   
A: My family has always been supportive of my indulgence at the desk writing, or 

the easel sketching and painting.  They are my biggest fans. I may not have my name on 
Best Selling Books list yet, but they are proud of me for forging the streams of my 
passion. They have seen the time, love and effort I put into raising them. Now they cheer 
me on in fulfilling my dreams. Sometimes I wish I had the confidence in myself that they 
have in me. Facing my fears of what I don’t yet know as a writer has been a barrier in my 
progress. I jokingly say that I’m a writer, not an editor. I still make punctuation and 
grammatical mistakes. Even though I went back to college to relearn some things after 
my accident, my short-term memory is sometimes slow on the uptake. I’ve learned that I 
can either be my own worst critic, because of my shortcomings, or I can do all I can and 
trust in the editing process to help me perfect my works.

Q: “How does NightWriters help you?”
A: I’ve slowly come to recognize that, as with anything in life, whether we think 

we can or can’t, we’re right. I joined SLO NightWriters because I am determined to face 
my fears and move forward.  If I fail, it won’t be because I never tried. If I succeed, it will 
be because I gave it my all. The loving support of my family, and their belief in me, is like 
a kite string. It keeps me grounded while I spread my wings and fly. 

Q: “How do you handle rejection letters?” 
A: I’ve received approximately half a dozen rejection letters so far. I rejoice in 

them. While an acceptance letter is the ultimate response we’re all looking for; as long as 
we’re getting a response, whether yes or no, it means we are still in the game, we are still 
trying.

Q: “Tell us something surprising about yourself.”
A: Our latest adventures are experienced on the back of a Harley…living and 

loving this season of our lives!

Thank you, Birdie, for stepping into the Spotlight. Good luck on all of your 
adventures and endeavors.

! “The big advantage of a book is that it’s very easy to rewind, close it and 
you’re right back at the beginning.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Jerry Seinfeld



NW  WORDSMITHS     MAY 2015

 21

A Writer’s Process
Piece by Piece by Susan Tuttle

The story: High school teacher Ken Reed meets a woman suffering 
from total amnesia, who is terrified of getting help. He brings her home, 
names her Julie and wants to keep her protected and safe. But soon her 
troubling past begins to return in disjointed flashes of horrific memories. 
And people around Julie start to die. Is Julie simply the victim of a tragic 
accident, or did she have a hand in the terrifying events her memories 
uncover? Who wants Julie dead? And why is she so afraid of the police? 
Most importantly, what is left for Julie and Ken to hold onto when the 
past intrudes on the present, piece by terrifying piece?

Q: How did you come up with the idea for Piece by Piece?  Did the story line come to you 
first, or the characters?

A: The story came first. I started to wonder what it would be like to have total amnesia, 
to have no idea who you were or where you were from. Then my “What If?” kicked in: What 
if someone had amnesia and was being chased, but they couldn’t remember by whom or 
why? And what if their memory started coming back a piece at a time, but all jumbled up? 
Then what if that person got found by those who were chasing her? The story just grew from 
there.

Q: How long did you spend thinking or daydreaming about the story before you began to write?
A: I don’t daydream a lot about my stories (not consciously; I think for me, my 

subconscious is always working on stories and story lines). I get an idea and just start writing, 
and the characters come to life and tell me what’s going on. I usually have the bare minimum: 
how it starts, how it ends and maybe one or two things that happen in the middle. I’m always 
surprised by where the story goes as I write.

Q: Did you construct an outline for the story?
A: I almost never use an outline, not a formal one. Like I said above, I have the 

beginning and the ending and one or two events that need to happen, but that’s about it. For 
me, if I construct a full outline I feel like I’ve written the story already. It takes away the need 
to write it out more fully.

Q: Is there anything that happened in the story that surprised you?  Something you hadn’t 
planned?

by: Liz Roderick
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A: I don’t want to give away anything, but Bernard Maximillian Keel was a total 
surprise to me. And man, did I love that character! And Bear Lake surprised me; I had 
originally thought that the story would stay in Buffalo, but no—the characters decided to 
travel and off we went!

Q: Have you ever known someone who suffered from amnesia, or did you research the subject 
academically? What other research did you do for this novel?

A: I’ve had a couple of friends who have been in car accidents and have suffered 
amnesia connected with the events surrounding the accidents. Neither ever remembered the 
details fully. That’s probably what started my thoughts about full amnesia. I did a lot of 
research into the different types of amnesia, what caused them, where in the brain each are 
located and the after effects of each. Other research was fairly minimal; the areas around 
Harrisburg, PA, Swatara State Park and Bear Lake, so I had the geography right. Buffalo was 
easy, since that’s where I grew up. Had a lifetime of research already under my belt, there.

Q: How long did it take you to write Piece by Piece?  
A: Piece By Piece took about six months to write. Then it sat for a few years until I 

unearthed it and rewrote it for my critique group.

Q: What is your editing process?
A: First and foremost, I go through and look for passive verbs (try to get what I call the 

“wuzzies” out—the verb “to be”), repeated words and dependent clause beginnings to 
sentences. Then I send my work to either a critique group or a critique partner. Piece By Piece 
went through two critique groups, each of which gave different and very valuable feedback. 
Did rewrites based on that feedback. Then I let it sit for about 6 months, so I could go back 
with fresh eyes. Tweaked, looked for more “wuzzies,” repeated words, awkward sentence 
structure and dependent clause beginnings. Fixed that, then sent it to my beta reader for her 
feedback and corrections. Did those, gave it another couple of weeks to rest, then did one last 
line edit before preparing it for print. All in all, about 3 years after the full draft was finished.

Q: Tell us about your self-publishing journey in general. Are there any marketing tips or 
wisdom you can give us?

A: I love self-publishing, mainly because I have full control over the finished product
—does that make me a control freak? But I can keep my title, design the interior of the book, 
choose my own cover, set my own price. And I keep the full royalties of each sale. And it 
doesn’t get taken off the market in three months if enough copies don’t sell really fast. 

Since I have to do all the marketing myself even if I’m traditionally published, why do 
all that work for a small royalty? And have the publisher change the title or use a cover I 
don’t like? Or penalize me for not having huge sales right off the bat? For me, the marketing 
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is the hard part... My advice? Don’t wait: It’s important to establish a presence online way 
before your book is ready, and to identify and interact with your reading audience as you 
build it.

Q: You are a busy woman. What is your process or routine to get yourself writing, 
despite this fact?

A: I don’t have an established routine or process, though I try to write something 
each day, even if it’s only a few pages. When something needs to get out, I don’t have 
much control over it. I can be at work and those people in my head will get really insistent, 
so I’ll take a ten minute break to at least get the lion’s share of what they want me to say 
down on paper. I’ve even woken up in the middle of the night and fired up the computer 
to dash off a chapter or portion of a chapter. It’s like floodgates being opened sometimes. I 
couldn’t not write, even if I tried.

Q: How do you gauge things like pacing for a novel? This book was a page turner – 
did you achieve that purely through instinct, through working with critiquers, or do you 
stick by a certain set of rules or a formula for pacing?

A: That’s a really good question. I think it’s partly instinct and partly that I read so 
much (2-4 books a week) and that helps me identify what works and what doesn’t. I like to 
use cliffhanger endings for my chapters, because that’s a great way to ramp up suspense 
and keep readers turning pages. And I’ll leave that cliffhanger hanging for a few chapters, 
just to tantalize readers. I’m also careful not to let too much narrative dilute the action. I’m 
forever cutting narrative down or out so the action continues to rise and get faster as the 
story progresses.

The best advice I ever heard was to get your protagonist(s) up in a tree, with the 
antagonist down below throwing rocks at him, trying to unseat him. Start with pebbles 
(little problems) and gradually use bigger and bigger stones (problems 
or situations) until the last one, which is a full sized boulder. That 
knocks him out of the tree and he has to solve the problem at last. And 
as the rocks get bigger, the time between tosses gets shorter and 
shorter.

Thank you, Susan, for your answers, and for your wonderful 
book. You can find it on Amazon here: http://www.amazon.com/
Piece-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465102/ref=sr_1_1?
ie=UTF8&qid=1430265596&sr=8-1&keywords=piece+by+piece+susan
+tuttle

http://www.amazon.com/Piece-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465102/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1430265596&sr=8-1&keywords=piece+by+piece+susan+tuttle
http://www.amazon.com/Piece-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465102/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1430265596&sr=8-1&keywords=piece+by+piece+susan+tuttle
http://www.amazon.com/Piece-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465102/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1430265596&sr=8-1&keywords=piece+by+piece+susan+tuttle
http://www.amazon.com/Piece-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465102/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1430265596&sr=8-1&keywords=piece+by+piece+susan+tuttle
http://www.amazon.com/Piece-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465102/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1430265596&sr=8-1&keywords=piece+by+piece+susan+tuttle
http://www.amazon.com/Piece-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465102/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1430265596&sr=8-1&keywords=piece+by+piece+susan+tuttle
http://www.amazon.com/Piece-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465102/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1430265596&sr=8-1&keywords=piece+by+piece+susan+tuttle
http://www.amazon.com/Piece-Susan-Tuttle/dp/1941465102/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1430265596&sr=8-1&keywords=piece+by+piece+susan+tuttle
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805 Writers’ Conference
! The Pacific Institute for Professional Writing (PIPW) will launch its two-day 
conference in Ventura on October 31 and November 1. The conference will highlight not 
only the many literary figures in the 805 area code, but also east coast publishing pros as 
speakers and panelists. New in 2015 are panels on screenplay writing, poetry and plays. 
The conference features educational seminars with panels of publishing professionals 
and published authors. A panel of literary agents from across the country is also 
planned.
! Visit the conference website at www.805WritersConference.com, which launches 
June 1st with lists of full session descriptions and speakers.

Morro Bay Estuary Poetry Contest
! Announcing the opening of the “Morro Bay Estuary Poetry Contest—A National 
Treasure in Words” on Earth Day, April 22, 2015. To celebrate the Morro Bay National 
Estuary Program’s 20th anniversary, the “Morro Bay Estuary Poetry Contest—A 
National Treasure in Words” asks youth and adults to write haikus and free verse 
poems using the Morro Bay Estuary as a theme.
! There are two categories: Estuarine Seventeen is for Haikus—three-line poems 
consisting of 17 syllables in a 5/7/5 pattern. the Free Flowing category is for free verse 
poems of no more than 45. Writers may submit up to three poems in total. 
! Entries will be accepted by email until May 15, 2015. One adult (age 18 & up) 
and one youth (age 12 to 17) winner will be chosen in each category. Winners will 
receive a prize basket and certificate, and their selected poems will be published in 
Estuary Program materials, on the website, and in social media messages. One adult 
and one youth runner up from each category will receive a certificate of participation, 
and their selected poem will be included on the Estuary Program’s website and in 
social media messages. A celebratory reading featuring the winners and runners-up 
will be held at Coalesce Bookstore (845 Main St, Morro Bay, CA 93442) at 7 p.m. on 
Friday, June 19. 
! Before entering the contest, poets should read our complete guidelines at 
www.mbnep.org.

http://www.805WritersConference.com
http://www.805WritersConference.com
http://www.mbnep.org
http://www.mbnep.org
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GREAT BEGINNINGS
...Information for Beginning Writers (and everyone else too)

12 Pointers From Stephen King
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
1. Be talented: Work, learn, improve. Skip as much self-illusion as you can. If your eyes are 

open you’ll know which way to go... or when to turn back.
2. Be neat: Follow submission guidelines for each submission. Don’t send old, tattered or 

marked up copy to an editor or agent.
3. Be self-critical: If you haven’t marked up your manuscript a lot, you’ve done a lazy job. 

Only God gets things right the first time. Don’t be a slob.
4. Remove every extraneous word: Get to the point. If you remove all the excess garbage and 

can’t find the point, tear it up and start over... or try something new.
5. Never look at a reference book while writing a first draft: Put away the dictionary, 

thesaurus and encyclopedia and allow yourself to stay in the creative zone. Don’t worry 
about spelling or if you’ve got the “right” word, that only breaks the writer’s trance. Wait 
until you’ve finished the draft to go back and fix stuff. That’s what editing is for.

6. Know your market: Know the publication you are writing for. Researching them can help 
you understand overall rhythms, editorial likes and dislikes, the magazine’s entire slant. 
There’s little enough time. Why waste any of it sending your stuff to the wrong places?

7. Write to entertain: Even “serious fiction” needs to interest readers. If you want to preach, get 
a soapbox. Remember, serious ideas must always serve the story, not the other way around.

8.  Ask frequently, “Am I having fun?” The answer needn’t always be yes, but if it’s always 
no, it’s time for a new project or career.

9. Learn how to evaluate criticism: Show your work to a number of people. Listen carefully to 
what they say, and smile a lot. Then review what was said. If the majority tell you the same 
thing—a plot twist that doesn’t work, stilted narrative, stale dialogue, etc.—change that 
facet. Doesn’t matter if you liked that part; if a lot of others don’t, you won’t gather readers. 
But if most everyone criticized something different, you can safely ignore all of them.

10. Observe the rules for submission: It’s a hassle because everyone wants something 
different, but it’s imperative to give editors what they want, the way they want it. If you 
don’t but another writer does, which one will get chosen?

11. An agent? Forget it, for now. Agents get 10% of money earned by their clients. 10% of 
nothing is nothing. Writers just starting out don’t have the draw for agents that those who 
are regularly publishing do. Flog your stories to publications, build an audience, start to earn 
and you’ll then be able to find an agent.

12. If it’s bad, kill it. When it comes to people, mercy killing is against the law. When it comes 
to fiction, it is the law.
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK! 
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Dennis Eamon Young 
Vice-President:  Andrea Chmelik
Secretary: Sharyl Heber
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle 
Program Director: Janice Konstantinidis
Contest Committee Chair: Tia Araminta
Publicity Director: Randy Ross
Membership Director: Hanje Richards
Critique Group Coordinator: *Position Open
Social Media Coordinator: Andrea Chmelik
Writers’ Workshops Coordinator: *Position Open
Tolosa Press Submission Manager: Sharyl Heber
Welcome Committee: Hanje Richards
Sunshine Chair: Kalila Volkov 
Website Master: Janice Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Lila Bhuta
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle, Elizabeth Roderick
Art Director: Dennis Eamon Young 
Assistant Secretary: Janice Konstantinidis
Board Assistants: Sharyl Heber, Rebecca Waddell
NW Historian: Sharyl Heber

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

      Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org  and pay with credit card.

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings: the second Tuesday of 
every month, year round. We encourage interested visitors 
to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission free; refreshments served.
    Next Meeting: May 12th, at United Church of Christ 
Meeting Hall, 11245 Los Osos Valley Road, San Luis 
Obispo. General meeting begins at 6:30 pm. Round Table 
presentations start at 5:15 pm.
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org

http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
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      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact our webmaster and the 
newsletter editor at slonightwriter@yahoo.com to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW 
Newsletter and on the NW Web site. 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com  with your critique needs and 
genres and we’ll do her best to assist you. 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP FORMING
Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet 
can join. Any poet can benefit from input of a 
group, regardless of experience. Call and 
together we can set time and place to meet. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact: ! Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
! ! irenekooi@gmail.com 

‘JUST US’ CHILDREN’S BOOK 
CRITIQUE
Meets in the South County. Critiqued at a fast 
pace, in a process where members critique each 
other’s writing electronically, followed by a face-
to-face meeting twice a month. Meetings are 
held 1st and 3rd Saturdays at 10
am. Contact moderator for details and 
directions.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697   
! ! ! liliasinclaire@gmail.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO SATURDAY GROUP
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 
and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 
memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
group meetings. 1500 word limit on 
submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 
location.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:!! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to 
publish, we’ll help you with ideas to improve 
your writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on 
the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:! ! Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
! ! ! ! Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

THE THURSDAY GROUP 

This group meets at 9:00 am every other  
Thursday at The Coffee Bean in Pismo Beach. 
Anyone interested in joining them can email the 
moderator for full details.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS. 
Moderator:" " Mark Ruszczyzky

! ! ! zsur@aol.com

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP II 
(Wed. p.m. Group)

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction. 
Meets every Wednesday in Los Osos from 3:00 
pm to 5:00 pm. Not a traditional NightWriter 
critique group. Work is produced in each session, 
then analyzed according to the objective of the 
day’s goal. Based on writing exercises designed 
to jump-start the creative process (gleaned from 
a variety of published authors), these sessions 
take writers through the process of writing 
fiction from inception of idea to the final 
resolution. This group is for all writers who want 
to learn the process of crafting a well-told story 
while developing their own voice and style. We 
explore such topics as ideas, character, story arc, 
tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, resolution, 
writing mechanics, etc.  There is a small monthly 
fee involved for this class to cover materials. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS

Contact:! Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP I 
(Wed. a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in 5 Cities 
area from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 
traditional NightWriter critique group. Work is 
produced in each session, then analyzed 
according to the objective of the day’s goal. 
Based on writing exercises designed to jump-
start the creative process (gleaned from a variety 
of published authors), these sessions take 
writers through the process of writing fiction 
from inception of idea to the final resolution. 
This group is for all fiction/non-fiction writers 
who want to learn the process of crafting a well-
told story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 
story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc. There is a 
small fee involved for this class to cover 
materials.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS.

Contact:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

NEW GROUPS FORMING!

ADULT NOVELS
Lili Sinclaire is considering FORMING A NEW 
GROUP for ADULT NOVELS in a process 
where members critique each other’s writing 
electronically, followed by a face- to-face 
meeting.  
Contact:   Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697
   liliasinclaire@gmail.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP
New group began Meeting on May 1. All levels 
and genres: short stories, novels, poetry, 
memoir. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
each meeting; 1,500 word limit on submissions. 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
9:00-11:00 am in Pismo Beach. 
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome. Contact 
moderator for location.
Moderator! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com
LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. Charlie 
Perryess and Anne Allen share hosting 
responsibilities, running a tight ship so that 
everyone can read. No cross talk permitted. At 
the beginning and at our break we socialize. 
We’re all serious but fun-loving. Presently the 
writing covers several genres: YA novels; short 
stories; short stories woven into a novel; 
fantasy; humorous mystery novel; political 
satire novel; and personal essays. We write just 
about everything except poetry.   CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS but 
guests are welcome.  It may happen that space 
could be made for a compatible writer. 
Moderators:!        Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
! !        Anne Allen, 528-1006

LONG STORY SHORT
Flash Fiction/Nonfiction only meets the 2nd & 
4th Fridays every month, from 10 am to 12 
noon in Arroyo Grande.  Bring paper and 
pencil, or your laptop if you are so inclined—
flash pieces, 1000 word strict maximum.

CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS – call or email Diane to be placed on 
a waiting list.
Moderator:! Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
! ! mdcomposes@yahoo.com
 
NOVEL IDEA

Meets twice monthly on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays in San Luis Obispo, dealing with 
book-length works. The group is fully committed 
to helping one another craft material in the 
chosen genres with helpful critiques and 
encouragement. Marketing techniques are part of 
the on-going exchange. We are currently full but 
welcome one-time guests to observe how our 
group functions in the hope of encouraging 
establishment of new groups. CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS

Moderator:!! Barbara Wolcott, 543-5240       
                                        

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am to 
noon in San Luis. Members bring original work 
to each session and read aloud to the group. The 
group provides constructive suggestions for 
improving the writing and the structure of the 
stories. Prose forms of literature–short stories, 
novels, memoirs, essays, newspaper and 
magazine articles, travel–are this group’s forte. It 
welcomes writers who are serious about 
producing work for publication. Those interested 
in attending or who need more information 
should telephone.   CURRENTLY FULL — NOT 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderators:! Terry Sanville, 541-0492 
                    !! Gloria Pautz,   543-2049
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SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This group 
thrives on variety, writing short stories, articles, 
poetry and novels, all genres from fiction to 
biography and memoirs. Members exchange 
work by email at least one week before the 
meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques 
aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing 
strengths in everything from plot and character 
development to grammar and proper 
manuscript preparation. Intermediate to to 
advanced writers are welcome.  We meet in a 
casual and fun atmosphere and are serious 
about fully developing each member’s writing 
talent, whether for publication or self-
satisfaction. Visitors are always welcome.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS 

Moderator:! ! Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           ! j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

NORTH COUNTY GROUP
Meets every other Thursday from 10:00 
am-12:00 noon at the Atascadero Library, 
preceded by “a bit of socializing, for those so 
inclined” at the Starbucks by Vons. Fiction, 
creative non-fiction, short and book length 
writers of moderate to advanced level comprise 
the group. CURRENTLY FULL —NOT OPEN 
TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lillian Brown, 215-6107
! ! ! lilliofslo@aol.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit
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